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& YRR 3T g1 98 113
FST AT &} Ghor & forg derer
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HRRR A UTET TGE o O Sered AIg
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Y AT 37 ot T S H g € |
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fo~t wggu oifed @1 & 1938 #
IR-gdl fissq & emel W &
1T fogt 7ifa & ST gam o |

1951 H WA U@q 149
TS AT St A SMfemiies €9 &
DR TS @l Afear fgeet o
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AT St SR TS M St B G
WHR = Ugell AP AN HiUd o
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da H Ih U dgd HM o
IR 9 |

1959 # WH UEd g
AT STt 1 fHaTes & e & 91,
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TS, fagrl, THa™ & st ao
W T & fasadt A & St J g1
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ol fijesiel 1 g8 STSTE! <l eTe
&Yl G & fRierad foar ¢ |
qifat 4 I foly &1 ag 9we

fear § fob U o1 Teifaat gur
Sgrer 7 3ifard €1 & 1962 |
AP AT HOE F Y- D
AT B US @ A fisaa & goft
&1 o gy fRifgrRi ok gféor <=
o1 fdteror & fag g & off | 389
3T AT Ht GL FEHT 70 TR
37&Ri ! arferepT (70,000 Charac-
ter Petition) e & WA dra
e o fora 1 (3§ anfeer &
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g 1962 & UHk U @l
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Tferent =t A ! IR FE T E |
S AT ST o 7T A 3¢ U R
BU 39 F1faeh &l =T Stfeemial
T TEJA FRA D SR o |
3G IS AT &l 9% gd gy Fel
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ek Y b B |1 Tetifeh TR o
Sit 3 379 el 3 73 foisaa < et
& U 1 e il e fSsgrt
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aTeT & g, A AT F g5 Siarg
foar a1 9o o@m St A S
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W 3T TS 59 Hoa Al dob &
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ST el T ST T T | S
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TS T o T Hrewt 3R Srager
P St T T I GPR A 3¢ R A
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SATATT A & AT Fearg &
TR | 3¢ 39 it Ul § S Y
fear ofiz 9t TR g ardsifAe
A SR AT &% ¥ H AT
& T @1 T o7 | fgER 1964
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ey 91 UfdfsRamarg! Tam Hifcid
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ATHT STt & 379 TaTH & 6 1985 |
fosqa fasufemmers &1 wger A
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freg<g fosad & 99 @R &
Hfedt B geg wurEt R e
AT 1 39 SEaS &l YR
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31 fieaeht & § S il dier
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geh Jfsled dch 3R GITGR
e A AT Reld B, fereara
cht iwepfaep, anféfep 3R
AsToftfaed  @om T  Yeb
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PALAIS DES NATIONS « 1211 GENEVA 10, SWITZERLAND

Mandates of the Working Group on Enforced or Involuntary Disappearances; the Working Group
on Arbitrary Detention; the Special Rapporteur in the field of cultural rights; the Special Rapporteur
on minority issues; and the Special Rapporteur on freedom of religion or belief

REFERENCE:
AL CHN 12/2020

2 June 2020
Excellency,

We have the honour to address you in our capacities as Working Group on
Enforced or Involuntary Disappearances; Working Group on Arbitrary Detention; Special
Rapporteur in the field of cultural rights; Special Rapporteur on minority issues; and
Special Rapporteur on freedom of religion or belief, pursuant to Human Rights Council
resolutions 36/6, 42/22, 37/12, 34/6 and 40/10.

In this connection, we would like to bring to the attention of your Excellency’s
Government information we have received concerning the continued enforced
disappearance of Gedhun Cheokyi Nyima, and the regulation of reincarnation of
Tibetan living Buddhas against the religious traditions and practices of the Tibetan
Buddhist minority. The 17 May 2020 marked 25 years since the disappearance of
Gedhun Cheokyi Nyima.

The case of Gedhun Cheokyi Nyima has previously been raised with your
Excellency’s Government by Special Procedures mandate holders in CHN 13/2005 and
CHN 12/2007. We thank your Excellency’s Government for the replies received to these
communications.

We would also like to recall that the case of Gedhun Cheokyi Nyima has also
been treated under the humanitarian mandate of the Working Group on Enforced or
Involuntary Disappearances.

Furthermore, Special Rapporteurs on freedom of religion or belief have raised
concerns on the measures taken by the authorities to manage the search, identification
and the reincarnation of Buddhist Lamas in 1991 (E/CN.4/1992/52, para 22), 1996
(E/CN.4/1996/95, para 40) and 2006 (E/CN.4/2006/5/Add.1, paras 94-95).

According to the information received:

On 14 May 1995, Mr. Gedhun Cheokyi Nyima, then six years of age, was
recognized as the 11" reincarnation of the Panchen Lama by the Dalai Lama.
Shortly after this date, Mr. Nyima and his parents were taken away from their
village by members of the Chinese Government. The 17 May 2020 marked 25
years since the disappearance of Gedhun Cheokyi Nyima.

The Government of China has confirmed that he was taken away with his family
but has refused to provide precise information on his fate and whereabouts despite
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multiple requests. The Government initially indicated he was being held in
“government protection,” and later that he was living a normal life. During this
period, he has reportedly been deprived of the religious education in Tibetan
Buddhism.

Following the disappearance of Mr. Gedhun Cheokyi Nyima, the Chinese
Government attempted to nominate and appoint their preferred choice of
individual as the eleventh Panchen Lama. Moreover, the authorities also
attempted to regulate the appointment of Tibetan religious leaders, which went
against the intrinsic beliefs and religious traditions of Tibetan Buddhists. In 2007,
the Government issued the “State Religious Affairs Bureau Order No.5 (Bureau
Order)” that specifically laid down measures in managing the reincarnation of
Tibetan living Buddha. In article 2 of Bureau Order, it was stressed that “living
Buddha reincarnations should respect and protect the principles of the unification
of the state, protecting the unity of the minorities, protecting religious concord and
social harmony, and protecting the normal order of Tibetan Buddhism”. In articles
3 and 4, the Bureau Order set the conditions for the application of reincarnation of
living Buddha and also granted authority to local Governments to decide if a
reincarnation is permissible. In the rest of the Bureau Order, it detailed various
procedures for receiving the Buddhist Association of China’s opinion and the
State’s permission or approval for reincarnation.

In 2016, the Chinese Government published an online database of the State-
approved Tibetan Buddhist reincarnations with over 1300 biographies of living
Buddhas residing in the country as provided by the Buddhist Association of
China. The regulation of reincarnation is enhanced subsequently in article 36 of
the Religious Affairs Regulations 2017, which provides that: “the succession of
living Buddhas in Tibetan Buddhism is to be conducted under the guidance of
Buddhist groups and in accordance with the religious rites and historical
conventions, and is to be reported for approval to the religious affairs department
of people’s governments at the provincial level or above or to a people's
government at the provincial level or above”. Many Tibetan Buddhists have
expressed their concerns about the regulation of reincarnation as it undermines the
Tibetan religious traditions and practices while such regulation allow the State to
interfere in the choice of their religious leaders. Furthermore, there is fear that the
Chinese authority will identify and appoint the successor of the current
(fourteenth) Dalai Lama against the Tibetan traditions and the wish of Tibetan
Buddhist communities.

Without prejudging the accuracy of this information, we express grave concern at
the continued refusal by the Government of China to disclose precisely the whereabouts
of Gedhun Cheokyi Nyima. We are also particularly concerned that the regulation of
reincarnation of Tibetan living Buddhas may interfere and possibly undermines, in a
discriminatory way, the religious traditions and practices of the Tibetan Buddhist
minority.
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Should these allegations be confirmed, they would contravene international
human rights law provisions, such as the prohibition against discrimination, the right to
recognition as a person before the law and to its equal protection without discrimination,
the right not be deprived arbitrarily of one’s liberty, the right to freedom of thought,
conscience and religion and to freely participate in cultural life in accordance with
articles 2, 3, 6, 7, 9, 18 and 27 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, and article
15 of the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights. The
continued enforced disappearance of Mr. Gedhun Cheokyi Nyima for the past 25 years
contravenes several articles of the United Nations Declaration on the Protection of All
Persons from Enforced Disappearances including articles 2 and 7.

The disappearance of Mr. Gedhun Cheokyi Nyima has been raised with your
Excellency’s Government multiple times by Special Procedures mandate holders. The
UN Committee on the Rights of the Child (CRC) has also requested China to allow an
independent expert to visit Mr. Gedhun Cheokyi Nyima to confirm his whereabouts and
verify the fulfilment of his rights (CRC/C/SR.299 and CRC/C/CHN/CO/3-4). We note
that your Excellency’s Government has expressed on several occasions its support for the
international community’s efforts to eliminate and prevent enforced disappearances,
including at the Human Rights Council. =~ We thus reiterate our demand for your
Excellency’s Government to provide prompt and detailed information on
Mr. Gedhun Cheokyi Nyima’s whereabouts and we endorse the CRC’s
recommendation to allow an independent monitor to visit him to confirm his
whereabouts and the extent to which he is able to enjoy and exercise his rights. We
also appeal to your Excellency’s Government to ensure that Tibetan Buddhists are
able to freely practice their religion, traditions and culture without interference.

In connection with the above alleged facts and concerns, please refer to the Annex
on Reference to international human rights law attached to this letter which cites
international human rights instruments and standards relevant to these allegations.

As it is our responsibility, under the mandates provided to us by the Human
Rights Council, to seek to clarify all cases brought to our attention, we would be grateful
for your observations on the following matters:

1. Please provide any additional information and/or comment(s) you may
have on the above-mentioned allegations.

2. Please provide prompt and detailed information on the fate and
whereabouts of Mr. Gedhun Cheokyi Nyima.

3. Please explain how the regulation of reincarnation of living Buddhas is
compatible with the protection of freedom of religion or belief and the
protection of religious minorities without discrimination under
international human rights law.
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This communication and any response received from your Excellency’s
Government will be made public via the communications reporting website within
60 days. They will also subsequently be made available in the usual report to be
presented to the Human Rights Council.

We may publicly express our concerns in the near future in this case. We have
been communicating repeatedly with the Government of China to clarify the fate and
whereabouts of Mr. Gedhun Cheokyi Nyima for the past 25 years, thus far, without a
satisfactory response. We also believe that the regulatory framework applied to religious
communities, should not interfere or undermine the right of these communities to follow
their beliefs and traditions. Any public expression of concern on our part will indicate
that we have been in contact with your Excellency’s Government’s to clarify the issue/s
in question.

Please accept, Excellency, the assurances of our highest consideration.

Luciano Hazan
Chair-Rapporteur of the Working Group on Enforced or Involuntary Disappearances

Elina Steinerte
Vice-Chair of the Working Group on Arbitrary Detention

Karima Bennoune
Special Rapporteur in the field of cultural rights

Fernand de Varennes
Special Rapporteur on minority issues

Ahmed Shaheed
Special Rapporteur on freedom of religion or belief
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LIETUVOS RESPUBLIKOS SEIMO NARYS ANDRIUS NAVICKAS.
Gedimino pr. 53, 01109 Vilnius Tel. (8 5) 239 6550 El. p. Andrius.Navickas@lrs.lt

LR Prezidentui Gitanui Nausédai
LR Uzsienio reikaly ministrui Linui Linkevi¢iui 2020-05-07

DEL JAUNIAUSIO PASAULYJE POLITINIO KALINIO LIKIMO

2020 m. geguzés 17 d. visame pasaulyje bus minimos 25-osios Gedhun Choekyi Nyimos, kuris plac¢iau
zinomas kaip XI-asis Pan¢en Lama, pagrobimo metinés. Jis jvardijamas jauniausiu politiniu kaliniu, kuris
pradingo dar 1995 m., tepra¢jus trimis dienomis, kai iStremtasis Tibeto dvasinis lyderis Dalai Lama oficialiai
SeSiamet] berniuka i§ Vidurio Tibeto paskelbé antruoju pagal rangg asmeniu Tibeto budistinéje tradicijoje.

Pancen Lama buvo pagrobtas kartu su tévais, buvo suimtas, ir jo buvimo vieta yra viena stropiausiai
slepiamy Kinijos valstybiniy paslapciy.

TradiciSkai Pan¢en Lama ir Dalai Lama yra neatsiejamai susij¢. Po vieno i§ jy mirties, kitas dvasinis
lyderis atpazjsta ir formaliai paskelbia apie nauja persikiinijima, aukléja jj ir padeda formuoti tapatybe. Taciau
Kinijos rezimas brutaliai jsiki$o j Tibeto budizmo tradicijg, émési veiksmy, kurie tegali biiti traktuojami kaip
drastiSkas zmogaus teisiy pazeidimas.

Beje, Kinijos ateistinis rezimas griebési manipuliacijy - nusprendé nurodyti Tibeto budistams, kas yra jy
LHtikrasis® dvasinis lyderis ir juo paskelbé berniuka, uzaugusj komunistinéje Seimoje. Jis Tibete neturi autoriteto
ir vadinamas ,,Kiny Pancenu®.

Ivairios tarptautinés organizacijos ne karta klausé Kinijos apie Gedhun Choekyi Nyimos ir jo Seimos
likima, taciau kiekvieng karta | tai biidavo atkertama ciniSkais melais. 2019 m. rugséjo ménesj Jungtiniy Tauty
darbo grupé, tirianti Zmoniy dingimus ir pagrobimus, dar karta paklausé Kinijos LR apie §io asmens padét;.
Kinija atsake, kad Gedhun Choekyi Nyima gavo tinkama nemokamga i$silavinima, lanké universiteta ir dabar
susirado darbg. Taciau iki §iol pasaulio visuomené neturi jokiy patvirtinty Ziniy apie XI Pan¢en Lama — ar jis
yra gyvas, ir kokia yra jo dabartiné tapatybé. Klausimas tampa dar astresnis dabar, kai Jo Sventenybé XIV Dalai
Lama yra solidaus amziaus. Nors jis vis dar puikios fizinés formos, visi supranta, kad anks¢iau ar véliau iskils
ipédinio klausimas. Pagal tradicija, Pan¢en Lamos vaidmuo ¢ia yra labai svarbus, todél tibetie¢iai su nerimu ir
nebe pagrindo mano, kad Kinijos LR ¢ia yra numaciusi veiksmus, kurie toliau griauty Tibeto dvasing tradicija.

Siy mety geguzés 17 d., kai minime 25-gsias Gedhun Choekyi Nyimos pagrobimo metines, jam dabar
turéty bati 31 metai. TibetieCiy vyriausybe tremtyje ir visame pasaulyje veikiancios tibetieCiy organizacijos
kviecia visuomene paminéti $ig liidng sukaktj ir priminti Kinijos komunistiniam rezimui apie sgZinés kalinj
Gedhun Choekyi Nyimg — Tibeto XI Panc¢en Lama.

Todél raginame Lietuvos Respublikos Prezidenta Gitang Nauséda, Uzsienio reikaly ministra Ling Linkevi¢iy
kreiptis | dabarting Kinijos valdzia, reikalaujant, kad Tarptautinés Zmogaus teisiy organizacijos gauty patikima
informacija apie pasaulio jauniausio politinio kalinio likima. Tik tiesa gali i§laisvinti ne tik pacia Kinijos
valdzia, bet ir visy tarptautinius santykius su $ia valstybe.

Dr. Andrius Navickas, LR Seimo narys, Laikinosios solidarumo su tibetieCiais grupés vadovas
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14. Mai 2020 Entwurf_15. Mai 2020

Brand/Schwabe/Jensen/Bause: Sofortige Freilassung des Panchen Lama

Entfiihrung des zweithdchsten religiosen Oberhaupts der Tibeter jahrt sich am 17. Mai 2020 zum 25. Mal
Gemeinsame Erklarung der menschenrechtspolitischen Sprecher der Fraktionen von CDU/CSU, SPD, FDP und
BUNDNIS 90/DIE GRUNEN

,»Vor 25 Jahren verschleppte die kommunistische Fiihrung Chinas den damals sechsjéhrigen Panchen Lama,
Gedhun Choekyi Nyima, dessen umgehende Freilassung wir fordern. Mit der Entfithrung und dem inzwischen
iiber zwei Jahrzehnte wihrenden Freiheitsentzug verstoBt der chinesische Staat eklatant gegen Menschenrechte,
insbesondere gegen das Menschenrecht auf Leben und Freiheit der Person wie auch gegen die Religionsfreiheit.
Die chinesische Regierung ist aufgefordert, dem aus politischen Griinden an einem nicht bekannten Ort
festgehaltenen Panchen Lama endlich die Kontaktaufnahme mit der AuBBenwelt zu erméglichen, Beobachtern
und Beobachterinnen sowie Vertretern und Vertreterinnen der Vereinten Nationen den Zugang zu ihm nicht
langer zu verwehren und das Recht des tibetischen Volks, seine religiosen Oberhédupter selbst zu bestimmen,
vollstindig anzuerkennen.

Das jahrtausendealte, friedfertige Volk der Tibeter mit seinen einzigartigen kulturellen Traditionen und seiner
Religion wird systematisch seiner Kultur und seines Landes beraubt. Durch maximalen Druck und
systematische Zerstorung oder Zweckentfremdung wichtiger religioser und kultureller Denkméler und Gebédude
werden die uralten Wurzeln zudem ebenfalls sukzessive zerstort. Auch andere religiose und ethnische
Minderheiten leiden unter massiver Verfolgung und schweren Menschenrechtsverletzungen durch den
chinesischen Staat.

Wir befiirworten und unterstiitzen den friedlichen Weg des Dalai Lama und der Tibeterinnen und Tibeter, iiber
ein Miteinander ,,ohne jede Trennung von China “in einen ernsthaften Dialog zu treten. Diesen offenen Dialog
mit den legitimen Vertreterinnen und Vertretern der Tibeter wird das Regime in Peking auf Dauer nicht
verweigern konnen, ohne selbst weiteren Schaden zu nehmen. Ein erster Schritt auf diesem Weg wire die
Freilassung des Panchen Lama.*

English Translation
Brand/Schwabe/Jensen/Bause: Immediate release of the 11th Panchen Lama

Joint declaration by the Spokespersons for Human Rights Policy of the Parliamentary Groups of CDU/CSU,
SDP, FDP, Alliance90/The Greens

25 years ago, the Chinese Communist leadership abducted the then six-year-old Panchen Lama, Gedhun
Choekyi Nyima. Today, we demand his immediate release.

With the kidnapping and deprivation of liberty for over two decades, the Chinese state blatantly violates human
rights, in particular the human right to life, freedom, and religion. The Panchen Lama is still being held in an
unknown location without any contact with the outside world. Representatives of the United Nations and other
international observers have been denied access to him and his family.

Under the Chinese state, the peaceful people of Tibet, with their unique cultural traditions and religion, are
systematically stripped of their identity. Maximum pressure and systematic destruction of important religious
and cultural icons gradually destroy the Tibetan culture. Other religious and ethnic minorities are also suffering
severe persecution and serious human rights violations by the Chinese state.

We advocate and support the peaceful path of the Dalai Lama and the Tibetans about living together “without
any separation from China” to enter into a serious dialogue. This open dialogue with the legitimate
representatives of the Tibetans cannot be refused by the regime in Beijing, without taking further damage
themselves. The first step on this path would be the release of the Panchen Lama.
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Statement by Czech Parliamentary Support Group for Tibet on the 25th Year of Enforced
Disappearance of Panchen Lama of Tibet, Gedhun Choekyi Nyima

On the 25th year of enforced disappearance of Tibet's 11th Panchen Lama Gendhun Choekyi Nyima,
we, the undersigned members of parliament of Czech Republic, call for his immediate release along
with his entire family and other Tibetan political prisoners.

Gedhun Chokeyi Nyima was born on 25 April 1989 in Tibet. He was six-year-old when he was
recognized as the 11th Panchen Lama of Tibet by His Holiness the Dalai Lama. Within three days, on
17 May 1995 he and his entire family members were kidnapped by China and till date China has
refused to disclose sufficient and satisfactory information about him. Last month, Tibetans were
forced to celebrate the 31st birthday of their religious leader, the 11th Panchen Lama without even
knowing whether he is alive or not.

This evinces the egregious human rights violations suffered by Tibetans under China. It therefore
comes as no surprise that Tibet is consistently ranked as the second least free region in the world
and the European Parliament Intergroup on Freedom of Religion or Belief has ranked China as one of
the worst violators of religious freedom in the world in 2018. Not just Tibetan Buddhists, even
Uighur Muslims and Christians are also facing religious persecution by China.

In light of this, we strongly condemn the enforce disappearance of Gedhun Choekyi Nyima for the
last twenty-five-years. It is a tragic milestone evincing the continuous crime being perpetrated by
China not only against Gedhun Choekyi Nyima and his family but also against all the Tibetans who
are deprived of their religious leader.

We urge our Government, the European Union and the United Nations to take serious note of this
gross human rights violations and press China to release Gedhun Choekyi Nyima and his family
members and stop China from meddling in the religious practices of the Tibetans including their

system of recognition of reincarnations.
\J%

Franti$ek Kopfiva
co-chair of Czech Parliamentary Support Group for Tibet

Co-signed by

Premysl Rabas, co-chair of Czech Parliamentary Support Group for Tibet, senator

Dana Balcarova, member of parliament Jan CiZinsky, member of parliament

Jan Hornik, senator Jakub Janda, member of parliament
Lenka Kozlova, member of parliament Tomas Martinek, member of parliament
Jakub Michalek, member of parliament Ji¥i Oberfalzer, senator

Vit Rakusan, member of parliament Olga Richterova, member of parliament
Jitka Seitlova, senator Ondrej Vesely, member of parliament
Tomas Vymazal, member of parliament Marek Vyborny, member of parliament

Ceska pirdtska strana - Poslanecky klub Piratd BICO 71339698
Malostranské ndm. 7/19, 118 00 Praha 1 - Mala Strana* www.pirati.cz
Transparentni G¢et u banky FIO ¢ 2100048174/2010
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CANADA

Rt. Hon. Justin Trudeau, P.C., M.P.
Prime Minister of Canada

Office of the Prime Minister
Ottawa, ON K1A 0G2

Re: 25" anniversary of the disappearance of 11'* Panchen Lama - Gedhun Choekyi Nyima
Dear Prime Minister,

We write to you in advance of the 25th anniversary of the disappearance of Gedhun Choekyi
Nyima, the 11th Panchen Lama of Tibet, on May 17, 1995. At the time of his disappearance,
Gendun Choekyi Nyima was just six years old. Neither he nor his family have been seen or heard
from since. Often referred to as the moon to the Dalai Lama’s sun, the Panchen Lama is the
second most important religious leader within Tibetan Buddhism.

The enforced disappearance of Gedhun Choekyi Nyima and his family members is not just an
egregious crime against him and his family, it is also a serious offence to the Tibetan people. It is
an interference in sacred traditions of Tibetan Buddhism and sets a dangerous precedent for
possible interference in the process of identifying the reincarnations of future Dalai Lamas.

Along with the arbitrary arrest and detention of Tibetan religious leaders, China has recently
intensified its application of discriminatory policies with the intention of ‘adapting religion to
socialism with Chinese characteristics.’” Since 2016, Chinese authorities have demolished more
than 4700 homes of monks and nuns and have evicted more than 4800 from two major religious
institutes — Larung Gar and Yarchen Gar. State authorities have also appointed Communist Party
officials to key supervisory positions at such institutes to tighten state control over them.
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Since 1995, several governments, including Canadian governments, have requested permission
to visit the Panchen Lama in order to verify his safety and well-being. Similarly, efforts by
human rights organizations including the UN Committee Against Torture, the UN Committee on
the Rights of the Child, as well as Special Rapporteur on Freedom of Religion or Belief, have
been unsuccessful. Chinese authorities have consistently denied permission and access.

Therefore we, the undersigned parliamentarians, ask that the Right Honourable Prime Minister:

Issue a statement calling on China to release Tibet’s 11" Panchen Lama Gedhun Choekyi
Nyima and his entire family, and to stop the violation of the religious freedoms of all
peoples under its jurisdiction, including Tibetan Buddhists, Uighur Muslims, Falun Gong

practitioners and Christians;

. Urge China to allow an independent fact-finding mission to assess the human rights

violations perpetrated against Tibetans in Tibet and other regions in China.

Sincerely,

Bl £ e

Garnett Genuis, M.P.

Shadow Minister for Multiculturalism & for Canada-China Relations

AR

Ziad Aboultaif, M.P.
Shadow Minister for Digital Govemment

ey DA

Kerry Diotte, M.P.

Jasraj Singh Hallan, M.P.
Deputy Shadow Minister for Multiculturalism

zﬂm

Scott Reid, M.P.

M&J&%@

Karen Vecchio, M.P.
Shadow Minister for Women and Gender Equality

f iyt

Cathay Wagantall, M.P.
Deputy Shadow Minister for Veterans Affairs

P &

Colin Carrie, M.P.

Shadow Minister for Canada-U.S. Relations and
the Federal Economic Development Agency for
Southern Ontario

Hon. Kerry-Lynne Findlay, PC., M.P.
Shadow Minister for Environment & Climate
Change

Mmé/
Marty Morantz, M.P.
Shadow Minister for National Revenue

Nelly Shin, M.P.
Deputy Shadow Minister for Canadian Heritage

Ve

Amold Viersen, M.P.
Deputy Shadow Minister for Crown-Indigenous
Relations
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JAMES P. McGOVERN

SECOND DISTRICT, MASSACHUSETTS

12 EAST WORCESTER STREET, SUITE 1
Woncester, MA 01604
(508) 831-7356

CHAIRMAN
COMMITTEE ON RULES

S ——— Congress of the United States o 1o
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LeomInsTER, MA 01453
(978) 466-3552

Statement of U.S. Representative James P. McGovern
Chair of the Congressional-Executive Commission on China and
Co-Chair of the Tom Lantos Human Rights Commission
September 24, 2020

This year we solemnly commemorate 25 years since Gedun Choekyi Nyima, the 11th Panchen
Lama, was abducted with his parents and forcibly disappeared. Since then, they have not been
seen or heard from by anyone outside of China, making them among the world’s longest
detained prisoners of conscience.

The Panchen Lama should be freed because no government is justified in doing what the Chinese
government has done to him: to kidnap and hold someone, to control his entire life and the lives
of his family members, for decades, with no end in sight. He should be freed because the Tibetan
Buddhist religious community must have the right to exercise their religious traditions without
undue interference, and no one should be punished for adhering to these traditions. He should be
freed because he has the right under international law to freedom of thought, conscience and
religion, including the right to practice his religion as he chooses. He should be freed because he
is still a young man and it’s the right thing to do.

The enforced disappearance of the Panchen Lama is an egregious example of the Chinese
government’s violations of the human rights and religious freedom of Tibetan Buddhists. The
Chinese government has asserted control over Tibetan Buddhists® religious traditions, and claims
the right to control the selection and recognition of reincarnated religious figures, but no
illegitimate law or regulation can deny the right of Tibetan Buddhists to freely choose their own
religious leaders without government interference.

The U.S. and the international community must continue to speak out to oppose the official
restrictions on the practice of Tibetan Buddhism including control over the process of
reincarnation, the demolition of buildings and expulsion of religious practitioners from Larung
Gar and Yachen Gar, the implementation of Tibet’s new “ethnic unity” regulations, and the use
of mass labor transfers in the name of “poverty alleviation” intended in part to “dilute” Tibetan
religion. These policies are part of a systematic effort by Chinese authorities to eliminate the
distinct religious, linguistic, and cultural identity of the Tibetan people.

This year, let us recommit ourselves to defending human rights in China, Tibet, and around the
world. Let us work to free the true Panchen Lama, his family, and all those detained for
nonviolent expression of their fundamental rights, immediately and without conditions.

HH

PRINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER
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25th Anniversary of the Panchen Lama’s
Disappearance

PRESS STATEMENT

MICHAEL R. POMPEO, SECRETARY OF STATE

MAY 18, 2020

The Department of State has made the promotion and protection of religious freedom a priority,
especially in China, where people of all faiths face severe repression and discrimination. As part of that
mission, on May 17, we marked the 25th anniversary of the disappearance of the 11th Panchen Lama,
Gedhun Choekyi Nyima, who has not appeared in public since the PRC government abducted him in
1995, at age six.

The Panchen Lama is one of the most important figures in Tibetan Buddhism with spiritual authority
second only to the Dalai Lama. But China’s persecution of the Panchen Lama is not unusual. The United
States remains deeply concerned about the PRC's ongoing campaign to eliminate the religious,
linguistic, and cultural identity of Tibetans, including through the ongoing destruction of communities of
worship and learning, such as the Larung Gar and Yachen Gar Buddhist Institutes.

Tibetan Buddhists, like members of all faith communities, must be able to select, educate, and venerate
their religious leaders according to their traditions and without government interference. We call on the
PRC government to immediately make public the Panchen Lama’s whereabouts and to uphold its own
constitution and international commitments to promote religious freedom for all persons.

foait eruga e » 43



AT TURTSY & AP URYG, wianien

Vyhlasenie poslancov Narodnej rady Slovenskej republiky k 25. vyrociu

nasilného zmiznutia tibetského panéenldmu Gedhun Choekyi Nyima

Pri prileZitosti 25. vyrotia nasilného zmiznutia 11. tibetského 11. pancenlimu Gendhuna
Choekyi Nyimu, podpisani ¢lenovia Narodnej rady Slovenskej republiky vyzyvame aby bol
okamZite prepusteny spolu s celou jeho rodinou a ostatnymi tibetskymi politickymi védziiami.
Gedhun Choekyi Nyima sa narodil 25. aprila 1989 v Tibete. Mal $est’ rokov, ked’ ho jeho
Sviitost” Dalajlama uznal za tibetského 11. pan¢enldmu. O tri dni neskdr, 17. maja 1995, bol
&inskymi dradmi uneseny spolu so svojimi rodinnymi prisluinikmi. Odvtedy Cina odmietla
prezradit’ akékol'vek dostatoéné a uspokojivé informécie o jeho mieste pobytu. Namiesto
toho Cina vymenovala svojho vlastného kandidata, syna &lenov komunistickej strany.

Ndsilné zmiznutie 11. pan€enldmu Gedhun Choekyi Nyima, vtom ¢&ase najmlad3icho
politického viziia na svete, je klasickym prikladom zavazného poruSovania udskych prav
Tibetanov v Cine v poslednych Siestich desatrociach.

Prenasledovaniu zo strany ¢inskej komunistickej vlady necelia len tibetski budhisti, ale aj
ujgurski moslimovia a ¢inski krest'ania.

V tejto sivislosti dorazne odsudzujeme nasilné zmiznutie Gedhun Choekyi Nyima trvajice
dvadsatpit’ rokov. Je to tragicky milnik svediaci o pretrvavajicom zlogine, ktory Cina
spachala nielen proti Gedhunovi Choekyimu Nyimovi a jeho rodine, ale aj proti vSetkym
Tibetanom.

Vyzyvame nasu vladu, Eurépsku tniu a OSN, aby venovali pozornost’ tomuto poruSovaniu
Tudskych prav a vytvorili natlak na Cinu, aby prepustila Gedhun Choekyi Nyimu a jeho
rodinnych prisluinikov a zabranili Cine zasahovat’ do ndboZenskych praktik Tibetanov

vratane ich systému uznania reinkarndcii.

Vyhldsenie podpisané / Signatdri vyhldsenia: Ve, - ( .
/oM 7 7 %(?
A %@L@m(w Vé% 7
Aol \ DN @5//%
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Member : Standing Committee on Petroleum

Tibet's 11*" Panchen Lama Gendhun Choekyi Nyima

Gedhun Choekyi Nyima was born on 25 April 1989 to Kunchok Phuntsog (father) and
Dechen Chodon (mother) in Lhari district of Nagchu province in Tibet. When he was
six-year-old, at the request of Chadrel Rinpoche’, His Holiness the Dalai Lama
conducted elaborate religious rites and rituals for identification of the reincarnation
and recognized Gedhun Choekyi Nyima as the 11" Panchen Lama on 14 May 1995.
But within three days, on 17 May 1995 he and his entire family were kidnapped by
the Chinese authorities. Chadrel Rinpoche was also arbitrarily detained. Since then
China has refused to divulge any sufficient and satisfactory information about their
whereabouts. Instead, China installed its own puppet, a son of communist party
members, as China’s Panchen Lama.

The enforced disappearance of the 11™" Panchen Lama Gedhun Choekyi Nyima, then
world’s youngest political prisoner, is a classic example of China’s egregious violations
of human rights of Tibetans rampant in the last six decades in Tibet. More than 1.2
million Tibetans were killed; many in concentration camps and more than 6,000
monasteries were destroyed in Tibet. When China kidnapped Panchen Lama, they
denied its occurrence to the UN and a year later called it “protective custody”.

The 25 years of enforced disappearance of Gedhun Choekyi Nyima and his family
members is a continuous crime not just against him, his family and the Tibetan people
but also against every individual who believes in the sanctity of human rights. This is
a crime against humanity and China must be held accountable for this heinous act.

Chadrel Rinpoche was the abbot of Tashi Lhunpo monastery in Tibet which is the seat
of Panchen Lama. He was also the head of China’s search committee for the
reincarnation of 11% Panchen Lama. -

\ Yours sincerely,

(RIPUN BORA) MP RS
\\3 President
Assam Pradesh Congress Committee
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Senato della
Repubblica

Statement on the 25th Year of Enforced Disappearance of Panchen Lama of Tibet,
Gedhun Choekyi Nyima

On this 25th year of enforced disappearance of Gedhun Choekyi Nyima, the 11th Panchen
Lama of Tibet, I call for his immediate release along with his entire family unconditionally.
He was kidnapped by the Chinese authorities when he was six-year old and has not been seen
in public since 17th May 1995.

Expressing my serious concerns over China’s continued disregard of its International human
rights obligations, the continued abduction of Panchen Lama of Tibet is a serious human
rights issue in particular the violation of Tibetan people’s right to freedom of religion and
belief.

On the 25th year of the enforced disappearance of Panchen Lama of Tibet, I call upon China
immediately reveal the fate and whereabouts of Gedhun Choekyi Nyima, the 11th Panchen
Lama of Tibet. For the last six decades, China has not only suppressed Tibetan religious
freedom in Tibet but has been used as a means to gain control over Tibetans.

The Chinese authorities must respect Tibetans’ freedom of religion and right to choose their
own religious heads without governmental interference.

Roberto Rampi

Member of Italian Parliament
v Italian Senate

Roberto.Rampi@Senato.it
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Samuel Cogolati
Député fédéral Ecolo-Groen

Brussels, 8 April 2020

Public statement of MP Samuel Cogolati

Gedhyn Choekyi Nyima

Tibet continues to be rated as the second least free country in the world, after Syria.
Tibetans say that it is easier to go to heaven than to get a passport from Chinese
government. Tibet has been under iron-fist control of China for over six decades. The
repressive nature of the rule is best exemplified by the case of Panchen Lama. He has not
been seen for quarter of a century.

He was recognised as the reincarnation of the 10th Panchen Lama on |4 May 1995 by His
Holiness the Dalai Lama. Three days later, on |7 May, the Chinese government abducted
him along with his parents. For 25 years he has not been seen or heard in public, although it
is believed he is still alive. On the 25th of this month he will be 31 years old.

The plight of Gedun Choekyi Nyima is particularly heart wrenching one for Tibetans.
This recurring human rights abuse needs to be addressed. China’s claim of him leading a
healthy, normal life cannot be considered credible. Not when the world has not seen him
actually alive. His enforced disappearance case was registered in 1995 with the UN Working
Group on Enforced and Involuntary Disappearance. It is one of the oldest continuing cases of
enforced disappearance in the world. And he is one of the world's longest-serving political
prisoners and the youngest one at that.

As a Member of the Federal Parliament of Belgium and Vice-chair of the Foreign
affairs Committee, | thereby express my strong support for the second highest
figure in Tibetan Buddhism - Gedhun Choekyi Nyima.

To mark the 25th anniversary of his disappearance, this year, | have asked the
Belgian Minister of Foreign affairs to send a strong message to Beijing to free
him and his parents immediately without any conditions.
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United States Department of State

Washington, D.C. 20520

Written statement by:
U.S. Ambassador at large for International Religious Freedom Samuel D. Brownback

In 2020, we mark a sad anniversary: 25 years since the Chinese Community Party (CCP) of the People’s
Republic of China (PRC) abducted the 11th Panchen Lama, Gedhun Choekyi Nyima. He was six years old.
He and his family have not appeared in public since 1995.

The Panchen Lama is one of the most important figures in Tibetan Buddhism. But he is also a human being
and, like all of us, he is entitled to fulfill his own hopes and dreams and to freely practice his Tibetan
Buddhist faith. By abducting him when he was only six years old, the Chinese government not only robbed
him of 25 years of his own personal, intellectual, and spiritual development, but also claimed the right to
select and control all Tibetan Buddhist leaders, including a future Dalai Lama. Its attempt to install a fake
Panchen Lama in 1995 likewise confirms that the CCP has no respect for Tibetan Buddhists, their faith, or
their traditions.

After U.S. Secretary of State Michael R. Pompeo issued a strong statement calling on the Chinese
government to immediately and publicly make the Panchen Lama’s whereabouts known, the PRC stated
that the now 31-year-old has graduated from college and has a job. The PRC owes the world an explanation
of how the CCP can justify the abduction of a six-year-old, impede his religious training, and hide him
from the world. The CCP’s claim that it has the authority to select Tibetan Buddhist leaders was reaffirmed
by General Secretary Xi Jinping at an August 2020 CCP meeting on Tibet, where Xi reiterated previous
calls to “Sinicize” Tibetan Buddhism and to fight “splittism” in Tibet.

Let us be clear: CCP General Secretary Xi has called for the destruction of Tibetan Buddhism. “Sinicizing”
Tibetan Buddhism means replacing authentic religious beliefs, traditions, and practices with the Party’s
socialist ideology. This would eliminate the role of individual conscience and belief, replacing the ethnic,
religious, and cultural identity of Tibet with the atheist culture of the CCP. Members of all faith
communities have the right to select, educate, and venerate their religious leaders in accordance with their
beliefs and without government interference. Only Tibetan Buddhists can decide their legitimate religious
leaders, and only they can manage the identification, succession, and education of Tibetan Buddhist lamas,
including the Dalai Lama and the Panchen Lama.

The United States, consistent with our longstanding values, has prioritized the promotion and protection of
religious freedom, an unalienable right central to the lives of all persons and free societies. Our advocacy is
particularly focused on the PRC, where the CCP has waged a “life or death struggle” against Chinese
people of all faiths — from Uyghur Muslims and members of other minority groups, to Tibetan Buddhists,
Christians, and Falun Gong practitioners — in an attempt to maintain its authoritarian grip on power.

We call on the PRC to make public the Panchen Lama’s whereabouts immediately, allow him to speak for
himself, and uphold Beijing’s international commitments to promote religious freedom for all persons,
including members of ethnic and religious minorities. We call on other states to join together to promote
religious freedom and human dignity in China and around the world.
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Statement of Mr. Shimomura Hakubun, Member of Parliament and
President of the All Party Japanese Parliamentary Support Group for Tibet,
on the 25" anniversary of the disappearance of the 11" Panchen Lama
Gedhun Choekyi Nyima

We, the All Party Japanese Parliamentary Support Group for Tibet, are seriously
concerned over the repression and deteriorating human rights situation in Tibet as
the Chinese Communist regime is increasingly becoming more authoritarian.

With the invasion of Tibet, China has been using the relationship between the Dalai
Lama and the Panchen Lama as a means to sow discord among the Tibetan people
and destroy their religion and culture.

After selecting their puppet Panchen Lama, the Chinese government kidnapped
the Panchen Lama recognized by His Holiness the 14" Dalai Lama and imprisoned
him as the world’s youngest political prisoner. He is still in detention since last 25
years. It is a serious humanitarian crisis rarely seen in the world, and it would never
be acceptable.

We resolutely condemn the Chinese Communist Party’s religious persecution, and
express deep concern over the Chinese Communist Party trying to destroy Tibetan
cultural, religious and linguistic identities. China must announce the whereabouts
of the Panchen Lama as soon as possible, and release him immediately by heeding
the call of the international community.

Of course, the Chinese Communist Party has neither the right to select the
successor of the Dalai Lama as well the Panchen Lama. No one in the world has
this right except the Tibetan people. The Tibetan people, based on their Buddhist
tradition, have the right to choose their religious leader and place of worship
without interference from any country. The international community should firmly
respect and defend such right.

We, the All Party Japanese Parliamentary Support Group for Tibet, will cooperate
with countries around the world that share the same values of freedom, democracy,
and the rule of law. We welcome the resolutions adopted in the Parliaments around
the world against China, and that we are determined to act together.
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Parlamentarische Gruppe Tibet Binzstrasse 15
[~ Groupe Parlementaire pour le Tibet CH-8045 Zirich
Parliamentary Group for Tibet buero@gstf.ch

Statement by Parliamentary Group for Tibet, Switzerland on the 25th Year of
Enforced Disappearance of Panchen Lama of Tibet, Gedhun Choekyi Nyima

On the 25th year of the enforced disappearance of Panchen Lama of Tibet, Gedhun
Choekyi Nyima, we call upon the Chinese government to immediately release him and
his entire family.

For 25 years, since 17th May 1995, there has been no verifiable and sufficient
information about the well-being and whereabouts of Gedhun Choekyi Nyima and his
entire family.

Reiterating our concerns over China’s continued denial of information about the
Panchen Lama and refusal of an independent team to assess the ground situation in
Tibet, we call upon the Chinese government to respect human rights in Tibet including
cultural and religious freedom and resume dialogue with the representatives of His
Holiness the Dalai Lama for peaceful resolution of Tibet.

With deep respect for Tibetan culture and peaceful resistance of Tibetan people, we
continue to stand in solidarity with the Tibetan people.

Statement signed by:

Members of the Council of States
Maya Graf

Lisa Mazzone

Carlo Sommaruga

Members of the National Council
Prisca Birrer-Heimo
Laurence Fehlmann Rielle
Claudia Friedl

Balthasar Glattli

Nik Gugger

Barbara Gysi

Beat Jans

Iréne Kalin

Fabian Molina

Martina Munz

Nicolas Walder

Cédric Wermuth

Berne, 13 May 2020
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European Parliament

Brussels, 24 April 2020

Dear High Representative of the Union for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy/Vice-
President of the Commission for a Stronger Europe in the World,

Dear European Commissioner for Justice,

We are writing to you on the occasion of the 31*! birthday of Gedhun Choekyi Nyima, the 11th
Panchen Lama of Tibet, which also marks the 25'" anniversary of his disappearance.

Gedhun Choekyi Nyima was recognised as the reincarnation of the 10th Panchen Lama on 14
May 1995 by His Holiness the Dalai Lama. Three days later, the Chinese government abducted
him along with his parents. Since then, he has not been seen or heard in public, although it is
believed he is still alive.

His enforced disappearance case was registered in 1995 with the UN Working Group on
Enforced and Involuntary Disappearance. It is one of the oldest continuing cases of enforced
disappearance in the world. And he is one of the world's longest-serving political prisoners
and the youngest one at that.

We would like to remind you that Tibet continues to be rated as the second least free country
in the world, after Syria. Tibetans say that it is easier to go to heaven than to get a passport
from the Chinese government. Tibet has now been under iron-fist control of China for over
six decades. The repressive nature of the rule is best exemplified by the case of the Panchen
Lama.

Since recurring human rights abuses from China needs to be addressed, we urge the European
Commission to call upon the Chinese government to finally ensure freedom of religion and
belief in Tibet, by freeing Gedhun Choekyi Nyima and his parents immediately without any
conditions, together with all Tibetan political prisoners.

Yours sincerely,

Mikuld$ Peksa
Member of the European Parliament (Greens/EFA)
President of the Tibet Interest Group

Co-signed by

MEP Alviina Alametsi (Greens/EFA)
MEP Patrick Breyer (Greens/EFA)
MEP Reinhard Bitikofer (Greens/EFA)
MEP Isabel Carvalhais (S&D)

MEP Antoni Comin i Oliveres (N-A)
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MEP Petra De Sutter (Greens/EFA)
MEP Lucia Duri$ Nicholsonova (ECR)
MEP Tanja Fajon (S&D)

MEP Raphaél Glucksmann (S&D)

. MEP Francisco Guerreiro (Greens/EFA)
. MEP José Gusm3o (GUE/NGL)

. MEP Svenja Hahn (Renew)

. MEP Heidi Hautala (Greens/EFA)

. MEP Hannes Heide (S&D)

. MEP Marcel Kolaja (Greens/EFA)

. MEP Miriam Lexmann (EPP)

. MEP Ausra Maldeikiené (EPP)

. MEP Marisa Matias (GUE/NGL)

. MEP Tilly Metz (Greens/EFA)

. MEP Javier Nart (Renew)

. MEP Clara Ponsati i Obiols (N-A)

. MEP Carles Puigdemont i Casamajé (N-A)
. MEP Diana Riba i Giner (Greens/EFA)
. MEP Isabel Santos (S&D)

. MEP Ivan Stefanec (EPP)

. MEP Riho Terras (EPP)

. MEP Marie Toussaint (Greens/EFA)

. MEP Alexandr Vondra (ECR)

. MEP Salima Yenbou (Greens/EFA)

. MEP Toma3 Zdechovsky (EPP)

. MEP Milan Zver (EPP)

European Parliament
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Tim Loughton M.P.
East Worthing and Shoreham

HOUSE OF COMMONS
LONDON SW1A 0AA

23 June 2020

Statement - 11" Panchen Lama

on 17" May 2020, the Tibetan diaspora all over the free world, marked the 25" commemoration
anniversary of the abduction and disappearance of the second highest spiritual leader of Tibet - Gendun
Choekyi Nyima, 11™ Panchen Lama. He and his family were abducted when he was just six by the Chinese
security forces. This year, he turned thirty-one, making this one of the oldest continuous case of enforced
disappearance. We have no record of where he is, how he is, and how his family are; except just a few
words of empty assurances from the Chinese government that he is doing well. That is not good enough.

The 11" Panchen Lama needs to be released and revealed to the world. He and all other Tibetan people in
Tibet needs to live in liberty. Since 1959, with the invasion of Tibet by the Chinese government, more than a
million Tibetans have lost their lives. They have lost their liberty, and they see the daily suppression of their
culture, beliefs, religion, and way of life. This is an injustice that we need to stand up to. As the American
civil rights leader, Martin Luther King, once said, "Injustice anywhere is a threat to justice everywhere."

| want to send a strong message to China, the Tibetans inside Tibet and in exile, as well as the international
community that the people of the UK support the cause of the Tibetan people. We support the Tibetan
struggle and we will use every opportunity to put the spotlight on China for the injustices they continue to
put on the oppressed people of Tibet. Let me remind you that the cause of Tibet is not just about human
rights, it is also about the environment and our planet. Tibet is responsible for forty percent of the world
population's water supply. What China does in Tibet affects not just Tibet but the whole planet. China is
bringing environmental damage and destruction to Tibet and ultimately, our entire planet.

It is the responsibility of everyone who appreciates and cherishes freedom, to stand up against China and
to say: what you are doing is not right. The people of Tibet, the Panchen Lama, deserve their freedom. It is

long overdue.
Tim ton MP

www.timloughton.com loughtont@parliament.uk
The East Worthing and Shoreham Constituency includes
Coombes, Fishersgate, Kingston Buci, Lancing, Shoreham, Sompting, Southwick,
and the eastern wards of Worthing: Broadwater, Gaisford, Offington and Selden.

54 o forsat eTdgd ST



ARG U, GASTET, ST ThieH UT! o STEAE, GEToT aTvhieat

**Democracy means frecdom to choose™

INKATHA

Inkatha Freedom Party IFP Head Office
Iqembu IeNkatha YeNkululeko No 2 Durban Club Place
Durban 4001

P. O. Box 4432 Durban 4000
Tecl: 031—365 1300
Fax: 031-30702177

This use of this letterhead cannot constitute a Purchasing Order.
THE OFFICE OF THE IFP PRESIDENT

FROM : THE IFP PRESIDENT

ON THE 25™ ANNIVERSARY OF THE DISAPPEARANCE OF
THE 11™ PANCHEN LAMA

South Africa’s experience under apartheid of activists ‘going missing’, never to
be heard from again, has heightened our sensitivity to this particular atrocity
against human rights.

The IFP therefore supports the continuous call by human rights organisations
throughout the world for the release of Tibet's Gendun Choekyi Nyima, who was
named the Panchen Lama in May 1995 by His Holiness the Dalai Lama.

The Panchen Lama is considered to be youngest political prisoner in the world,
having been taken into so-called protective custody by China when he was just 6
years old. If he is indeed in protective custody, that should have ended when he
turned 18. Yet the UN Committee on the Rights of the Child has consistently
been denied access to the Panchen Lama.

It is now 25 years since he and his family were seen. The question of his
whereabouts remains unanswered. We believe that he must be released. Every
person has a right to their identity, culture, security and liberty, simply by virtue of
being human.

It is well known that the IFP supports Tibet's quest for autonomy within China in
accordance with the Middle Way approach. We have openly called for China to

DURBAN OFFICE PRESIDENT ULUNDI OFFICE

2 Durban Club Place Mr VF Hlabisa B 82 Princess Mkabayi Strect
Durban Deputy President ; Inkosi EM Buthelezi Ulundi

4001 National Chairperson ; Mr MB Gwela 3838

Secretary Generul : Mr S1, Ngwbo
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recognise Tibet's unique cultural identity, to adhere to international standards of
human rights, to be willing to engage diplomatic negotiations, and to accept
autonomy for Tibet.

We have also spoken against China's exploitation of Tibet's natural resources,
which is causing environmental degradation, and their attempt to assimilate
Tibetans which is destroying a cultural heritage.

The IFP believes that South Africa’s own freedom places upon us the
responsibility to promote freedom for all people and all nations. The mere fact
that human rights abuses continue, anywhere, in a world that embraces
democracy and freedom, should concern us all.

Once again, therefore, the IFP joins the call for the release of the Panchen Lama.

\ﬂggmal‘

THE HON. MR VF HLABISA MPL
PRESIDENT OF THE INKATHA FREEDOM PARTY

21 May 2020
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Email: warren.entsch. mp@aph.gov.au  Web: www.warrenentsch.com.au

Statement from Warren Entsch MP

as Co-Chair of the Australian Parliamentary Friendship Group for Tibet

"Today, there are a few thousand political prisoners in Tibet.

I have had the pleasure of meeting many former Tibetan political prisoners who
now live in Australia. Listening to their stories, | have learned a lot about the
suffering of many Tibetans.

As tragic as some of these stories are, they reveal the extraordinary courage of
the Tibetan people.

I want to talk about one political prisoner inparticular, the Panchen Lama of
Tibet. He was six years old when he was abducted by the Chinese government
some twenty-five years ago.

To this day, the Tibetan and the international community do not know where
he is. The Panchen Lama story represents China's violation of religious freedom
in Tibet and interference in an ancient religious tradition.

I call on the Chinese government to let the Panchen Lama of Tibet free."

Tty /2020

Electorate Office: Parliament House: Thursday Island Office:
200 Mulgrave Road, Cairns, QLD, 4870 Suite RG60, House of Representatives, Canberra, ACT, 2600 Douglas Street, Thursday Island, QLD, 4875
Phone: 07 4051 2220 Fax: 07 4031 1592 Phone: 02 6277 4803 Fax: 02 6277 2238 Phone: 07 4069 1393 Fax: 07 4069 1822
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'The safety of Gedhun Choekyi Nyima and his proper religious
training is of particular concern to me. He has not been seen in
public for some months and is reported to be detained somewhere
in Beijing. I, therefore, appeal to all governments, religious and
human rights organizations for their intervention in ensuring the
safety and freedom for the young Panchen Lama.

— H.H. the 14" Dalai Lama, 1995

When I was visiting and inspecting several places in Qinghai
province, many Tibetan people came to pay religious homage to
me.... No matter whether they were men or women, old or young,
as soon as they saw me, they thought of the bitterness of that
period, and they were unable to prevent tears flowing from their
eyes. A few brave people among them said through their tears:
Do notlet all living creatures starve! Do not let them destroy
Buddhism! Do not let them extinguish the people of our
snow land! These are our wishes and our prayers!

— H.E. the 10 Panchen Lama, 1962




