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TIBETAN CARD IS THE STRONGEST CARD

— Karma Chhophel

If we look at the long history of India, Tibet and China, we will find that nature
had placed them in a situation where they were bound to be neighbours due to their
geographical situation. This is something over which they had no control and the
question of any choice did not arise. Ties of Tibet with India have been warmer and
much closer as compared to China because Tibetans always felt that they were nearer
to India historically, economically, racially and linguistically. There has been free mixing
of races all along the northern Indo-Tibetan border and people speak Bhoti with
slight dialectical variations from Ladakh to Arunachal all along the northern border.
Our ties with India were cemented by Buddhism. Buddhism came from India and it
shaped our attitudes, thinking and living patterns. In fact our Mecca and Madina has
always been in India. As compared to this our relations with China have been economic
and to a minimal level racial too. Tibetans became Lamas of Chinese kings too. His
Holiness remarks jokingly that we had best of both the worlds as we got our silken
clothing and good food from China and religion and thought from India. Our ties with
China have never been very close as Tibetans viewed Chinese presence with
suspicion. The kind of affection, love, affinity and warmth we felt for India has been
unique throughout our old history. India is our guru & Tibet is her Chela.

There has been peace all along our northern border and history has not
witnessed any conflict between China and India. It was due to the presence of Tibet
between the two, a nation of 2.5 million sq. kilometres, as big as four times the size of
France. The buffer state of Tibet was really helpful in maintaining peace. Tibet on its
part was not only peaceful but also loved seclusion and remained strictly neutral.
Tibet was devoted to religion and philosophy, so peace prevailed.

Some historians have tried to tell us that Tibet was part of China but that is not
true. Even during the rule of Manchu and Mongol kings, Tibet maintained its stand of
basic independence. Tibet had well defined borders with China. Even if there was
Chinese domination for short periods, Tibet remained independent for most part of
its written history. It is only after 1950 that Tibet was totally conquered and enslaved
by Communist China.

| am thankful to the Bharat-Tibet Sahyog Manch for observing this fortnight in
October as ‘Tibet Mukti Pakhwara’ which reminds us of the Chinese attack on Tibet
(7th October, 1950) and India (20th October, 1962). After the shameful defeat at the
hands of Chinese Army, the Indian Parliament had passed an unanimous resolution
to redeem every inch of Indian land grabbed by China in the 1962 war. Now most of
the parliamentarians who passed this resolution are not with us and the people who
had undergone that humiliation have grown old and infirm.Now nobody talks of taking
the land back. Bharat Tibet Sahyog Manch is reminding the present generation of
Indians to avenge that defeat.
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As far as | am concerned, | came to India in 1959 when | was only 9 years old
and now | am in my fifties and | feel myself as good and patriotic an Indian as anybody
else though | am not a bonafide citizen of India. The debacle of 1962 was most
insulting and India suffered heavy losses on the border. In that short lived war 1383
Indian soldiers were killed, 3968 injured and 1968 were missing. These figures are
from the Army Register of 1965. All this happened as Tibet had been eliminated as a
buffer state.

Another grave danger that India faces from the presence of China in Tibet is
from the militarisation of Tibet. Now, India, Pakistan and China are nuclear powers,
so the threat of nuclear conflict is looming large on this continent. Chinese have no
conscience and they will not hesitate to use nuclear devices provided they are
convinced that they will win. China is already funding and training militants from
Tripura and Arunachal and providing them with latest weapons and training. China is
giving arms and nuclear technology to Pakistan so that they can both wage a war
against India. India has entered into a treaty of friendship and good will with Russia
to face this challenge and to save itself from unscrupulous neighbours.

China has stationed 5 lakh troops in Tibet out of which 3 lakh are on Indian
border and rest are in Lhasa and other parts of Tibet. It has built 5 missile bases on
Indian border. 81C.M.B’s, 70 M.R.M’s and 20 I.R.M’s have been stationed in Tibet
and all these missiles are directed against India. Chinese missiles can hit Indian
ships stationed in the Indian Ocean, and all the big cities and nuclear installations
are on its target. A big underground nuclear plant by the name of 7th academy has
been built in hills which is safe from any foreign attack. It is as big as a big town like
Dharamshala. Without the freedom of Tibet, this threat to Indian security can never
be eliminated.

China has built roads all along the Indian border for deployment of Army. Three
railway tracks from China to Lhasa have been built to bring military hardware close to
Indian border and in Lhasa.

Tibetans want complete freedom though His Holiness is talking about
autonomous Tibet and the Middle Path. Believe me that independence of Tibet is as
dear to Dalai Lama ji as to any other Tibetan though the compulsions of diplomacy
have forced him to change his stand as a strategy. The prayer composed by His
Holiness and sung by each and every Tibetan in all the ceremonial gatherings is a
clear testimony to the fact that we love our freedom. Had Dalai Lama given up the
demand for freedom of Tibet then he might have changed this prayer as well which
he composed right after his coming to India.

His Holiness the Dalai Lama has often offered to the Chinese to hold a
Referendum in Tibet under the supervision of any neutral agency like U.N.O. in which
all the Tibetans residing anywhere outside Tibet should vote. If majority of Tibetans
opt for living with China then Dalai Lama is ready to give up his claim over Tibet.
Tibetans feel that they have the right to self determination. | think 99% of the Tibetans
will opt for Dalai Lama and | am ready to make a concession of 1% for the misguided
Tibetans.
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We Tibetans seek support from the world community as we are the oppressed
and harassed people. India being the biggest democracy of the world, an Asian
giant, a nuclear power and the closest friend, philosopher and guide of Tibet has a
special duty to perform in helping Tibet to regain its freedom. It is in this context that
| seek help from India and a positive change in India’s foreign policy.

Tibetans have great hopes from the present Government. | have met the Home
Minister and Defence Minister of India and | have found them very sympathetic.
During my visit to Switzerland, | came to know that the Indian Government has set
up a committee to look into the foreign policy of India viz-a-viz China and Tibet.
Tibetans have also given some suggestions to the committee.

In the end, let me tell you that the Tibetan card is the strongest card in Indian
hands. If India plays it well then it can snatch initiative from the hands of China. China
is very sensitive on Tibetan issue. If India gives an indication that it plans to give
diplomatic recognition to the Tibetan Government in exile, then China will loose its
peace of mind.

Gone are the days when a smile from Mao gladdened the hearts of Indian
diplomats. Now a strong and resurgent India can talk to China on equal terms. The
public opinion in India can change the opinion of Indian politicians as well.
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TIBBAT KI AZADI :
BHARAT KI SURAKSHA - SOME REFLECTIONS

— Dr. Surinder Kumar Gupta

Tibet, known as ‘To-bo’ in Chinese and ‘Bhot’ in Sanskrit literature, is a lofty
country and a pure land. It has been aptly described as the roof of the world, the land
of snows and the source of great rivers.

Ethnologically, the Tibetans are regarded to be completely different from the
Chinese. Their language is Tibeto-Burman, the alphabet deriving from Sanskrit with
a script akin to Pali. It has virtually no similarity with Chinese and does not use any
ideograms.

Culturally, Tibet is a land of fascination and mystery. Its ancient culture commands
deep interest and respect. The earliest religion practised by the people here was
Bon, a kind of Shamanism which was greatly influenced by Saivism followed in
Kashmir. Later, it adopted with great fidelity, but not without its own dynamism, the
highly developed Buddhism of India. That is why it is said that Buddhism of Tibet has
its own distinctive character. It is often called Lamaism and as explained by the Dalai
Lama in his book My Land and My People, it follows all the three paths of Hinayana,
Mahayana and Tantrayana. China did influence Tibet in its food and dress habits and
arts, yet Tibet continued to be essentially Tibetan.

Geographically, Tibet commands a very strategic position in Asia. To the north
lies Mongolia; to the north-west Chinese Turkestan; to the east Chinese provinces of
Sichuan and Kansu; to the south-east is Burma; to the south Assam, Bhutan, Sikkim
and Nepal; and to the south-west is Kashmir, including Ladakh. What is still more
significant to note is that Tibet is ringed on all sides by huge mountain ranges. These
have protected Tibet almost entirely from invasion and from exploitation by foreign
powers except China.

In the recent past, China’s penetration into Tibet dates back to 1950 onwards.
The initial policy of moderation in the first half of the 1950s was followed by its forcible
occupation and ruthless de-Tibetanation and sinocization. The latter was achieved
through racial, cultural, religious atrocities and discriminations, by introducing large
scale programmes of education and indoctrination under Chinese communist teachers
and officials, by securing a stranglehold on all Tibetan trade and commerce, by
channelling all transactions through branches of the Bank of China and by slowly
undermining the economic position and the authority of the monasteries. The private
property of the high ranking Lamas, especially those living in Kham, eastern Tibet
was confiscated. Not only this, Chinese resorted to forced labour which broke the
back of these Tibetans. Further, a large number of Hans settled in both the river
valleys and the uplands. Then they started directly interfering with the Dalai Lama’s
administration. All this gradually resulted into the destruction of all vestiges of Tibetan
autonomy and its links with the past and its incorporation into China.
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Dalai Lama escaped to India; the whole world watched Tibet being passed
under the direct control of China. Nehru’s policy of Panchsheel could hardly be any
help to Tibet. It not only failed to check persecution, torture and genocide of the
Tibetans and destruction of the monasteries but also invasion of India in 1962.

Notwithstanding the fact that since 1962, there has been a lot of rethinking on
India’s foreign policy towards China, it has even now failed to make Tibet its focal
centre. Is it because of proper realization on our part about the importance of Tibet
as a buffer between China and India and the countries lying in her neighbourhood?
Is it because we have no deep understanding of the motives of China in the region
lying in its south across Tibet? Or is it that in Indian foreign policy idealism and
pragmatism have become so much meshed up that there often emerges a mismatch
between the two?

| fully share the view that there is a typical co-relation between Tibetan
independence and security of India. Extending support to Tibet would not only mean
supporting one who is culturally, religiously and linguistically so akin to India and its
populace but also strengthening our own security position and networks. It is a fact
that air and nuclear warfare have reduced the relevance of the Himalayas as Pehredar
of India and some of her neighbours, yet we should not be blind to that fact that
everything is not decided by hi-tech. Conquests whenever accompanied by occupation,
have to face different set of ground realities; these may be geographic, socio-economic,
cultural or political in nature.

When India was attacked in 1962, the speculations which were ripe in the
Western media were that China’s target is not only Tibet but it was aiming at the “rice
bowl” of south-east Asia, or at least the “five fingers” later described as Panchsheel
or the five tridents. Tibet's occupation and weakening of Indian defence in the north-
east were a means to an end. On one side, the end is that China being expansionist
Burma, Thailand and the remnants of the old Indo-Chinese territory, has also intended
to extend its frontiers towards Ladakh, Nepal, Bhutan, Sikkim and NEFA as per the
theory of “five fingers” once widely prevalent in China. Even it intends to have access
into the Bay of Bengal via Bangladesh. China’s intentions in Ladakh had been quite
clear for a long time but her two-pronged invasion in the Dhola-Khinzemane-Towang
region between Bhutan and NEFA on the triangle of India-Bhutan-China border on
the one side and in Walong on the triangle of the India-Burma-China border on the
other, and her successive refusals in more recent years to accept India’s claims to
talk to her on behalf of Bhutan and Sikkim, added to her strengthening of ties,
diplomatic as well as economic, with Nepal, and gave significant indication of what
the Chinese intentions could be. Used to devious and tortuous ways it was for China
to decide how much she would like to take in her first bite. The encouragement and
military help China has always extended to Pakistan, which besides leading inter-
state border terrorism has foisted two wars on India, is another factor to reckon with.
All this indicates that it is not simply a case of establishing hegemony or supremacy
in Asia.

Obviously under the given circumstances, it is high time not only for India but
for all countries spread the world over including the UNO to have a fresh look at Tibet
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and its status vis-a-vis China. Tibetan's never recognized any affinity with the Chinese.
Nor did they during their long saga of struggle accepted attempts at assimilation or
sinocization. Hundreds and thousands of Tibetans have migrated to other lands,
suffered persecution, privations, harassment and tortures of varied kinds, and even
genocide of their brethren. Who should take the lead to check all this is the crux of
the question. There is, no doubt, that it is the responsibility of all the countries and
organizations like the UNO but the Buddhist world and India too should not shirk
their duty. India knows more about Tibet than any other country does, and has more
affinities — religious, cultural and linguistic — with that country than any other country
has. Even politically she has more vital interest in Tibet than any other country. From
the point of view of her own security Tibet's independent status is indispensable. For
the security of India as well as for safeguarding the free institutions in the rest of Asia
from China, the latter's containment on the northern slopes of the Himalayas is
absolutely essential; but this cannot be done by protecting the foothills in India or
even the southern slopes. The relative geographical position of the two countries is
such that any army in position in Tibet has immense superiority and tactical advantage
over an army struggling in the rain-soaked, deeply cut and continually ascending
terrain south of the Himalayan range.

Thus, to sum up, it may be said that what is required is a new posture, a new
line of thinking and a long-range policy regarding India’s relations with China and
Tibet and that policy should have Tibetan independence as its core. World
consciousness must be roused to force China to withdraw from Tibet. Tibetan
population does not threaten anybody; rather it has much to contribute to world’s
philosophy — Buddha's peace and amity. As such, Tibetan voice should not be muted
for ever, nor should they be snuffed out of existence by the Chinese. India has nothing
to lose by making a definite change in her foreign policy so far as Tibet is concerned.
Instead, she would gain by adopting a policy which will be morally and internally the
right one and is in conformity with India’s traditional opposition to colonialism and her
policy of fighting for suppressed people’s rights throughout the world. This would not
only redeem India’s honour and prestige but if carried to a successful conclusion,
India’s security of the northern frontiers, if not automatically guaranteed permanently,
it would stand significantly beefed up.
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